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Rising Stars @ SLA Colin Townsend, 
Chris Higgins, 
Shannon Dugan 

The Creative Writing Workshop of Teen Services of Stratford Library is 
planning a performance event to be held in May. The Rising Stars @ SLA 
event will allow teens in Stratford to showcase their creativity through poetry, 
prose, screenplays, musical talent, dance, artwork through various mediums 
and photography. This year’s event will continue to stage Stratford youth’s 
writing, music, artwork, acting, dance and videos.   

$250 

Unlearn Rachel Merritt Students at Bunnell High School would like to continue their Unlearn 
program. Unlearn is a literary magazine at Bunnell High School that 
addresses numerous teen issues, such as substance abuse, eating 
disorders, emotional issues, depression teen pregnancy and bullying. 
Unlearn helps Bunnell students to develop positive attitudes about these 
issues, and it offers students a safe way to express themselves through 
creative expression, writing and artwork without judgment.   

$250 

Play Matters Kayla Hughes, 
Lena Cleary 

The Sterling House Youth Volunteer group, STROBE, is planning to have a 
“Play Matters” kid fair event in the middle of May. The event will provide an 
opportunity for elementary kids to learn new ways (using demonstrations) 
they could engage in physical activity. Also, the fair will allow businesses, 
such as Rock-In Jump and Bounce U, to set up a table or booth. The goal of 
the event is to stress the importance of physical activity to youth and families 
and promote the new Sterling House KaBoom playground.  

$250 

Kick Start Youth 
Soccer Camp 

Michelle Buzzanca, 
Grace Belport, 
Julia Barksdale 

Kick Start Soccer Camp is planning to continue their program for Summer 
2015, which is a youth led community program that introduces young players 
to the game of soccer. It is geared for students in grades 3-6, teaching 
campers the fundamentals of soccer and learning to work and play as a 
team. 

$250 

Teen Volunteers Billy Lang The Town of Stratford Recreation Department offers summer volunteer 
opportunities for approximately 100 Stratford teens. The Teen Volunteer 
Program allows teens to be positive role models for others, while gaining 
responsibility, leadership skills and experience.  

$250 

SHS Diversity 
Dream Team 

Zane Carey The Stratford High School Diversity Dream Team is a student initiated effort 
to improve the school environment and climate for teens. Their mission is to 
make Stratford High School a safer community, where all students feel free 
to be themselves and learn in an empathetic environment. The SHS 
Diversity Dream Team plans to spread the message of diversity as 
ambassadors to a better school climate,  and coordinate a diversity poster 
campaign and “Diversity Day”.  

$250 

 


