
RAYMARK COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP 

September 20, 2018 

 

The Raymark Community Advisory Group, in conjunction with the Stratford Health Department, 

Environmental Protection Agency, Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental 

Protection, and the United States Army Corp of Engineers, conducted a meeting on Thursday 

September 20, 2018 in Room 110 of the Birdseye Municipal Complex, 468 Birdseye Street, in 

Stratford CT. 

 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVE IN ATTENDANCE 

 Andrea Boissevain, Director of Health 

 Alivia Coleman, Health Department Program Associate 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Jim DiLorenzo 

 Dan Keefe 

 Zanetta Purnell 

 

CT DEPT. OF ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEEP) MEMBERS IN 

ATTENDANCE 

 Anthony Allevo 

 Ron Curran 

 

UNITED STATES ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS (USACE) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Michael Looney 

 Henry Phillips 

 

RESIDENTS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Tracey Brown 

 Michelina Buchino 

 Jennifer Budai 

 Diane Elias 

 Ron Mazzey 

 Paul Rohaly 

 Rachel Rusnak 

 Charles Perez 

 Britt Hughes, Housatonic Boat Club 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Jon & Jennifer Damon, Good Earth 

 Pete Delano, Nobis Engineering 

 Jeff Dulgarian, North Wind 

 Harley Langford, Tighe & Bond 

 Glen Sherrier, EQM 

 



 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Ms. Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:32pm. 

 

II. INTRODUCTIONS 

Those in attendance introduced themselves by indicating to which of the above-

mentioned groups they belong. 

 

III. UPDATES 

A. EPA – Contract Plating/Raybestos Memorial Field barrier and roadway construction 

B. Tighe & Bond – Contract Plating assessment/cleanup and explanation of project 

overlap – Mr. Langford explained Tighe & Bond is an engineering and consulting 

company.  He stated that the objective was to assess the site for contamination and 

then remediate it.  Mr. Langford noted the buildings on site had previously been 

demolished, but the building slabs were left in place since they could not safely test 

the slabs otherwise.  He then explained that their work is being done separately from 

the work being done by the EPA and USACE.  Per Mr. Langford, he will seek DEEP 

approval to remove the concrete slabs.  He further noted the EPA moved the haul 

road so it will go along the southeast section (parallel to the train tracks), thus saving 

the Town money.  Per Mr. Langford, the building slabs will be removed around 

Thanksgiving, with the work being done 7am-3:30pm.  Dust control will be managed 

in the same manner as it was when the other work was done.   

Ms. Boissevain stated they are trying hard to balance the brownfield project and 

the Superfund project to really make it work by combining the two projects.  Mr. 

DiLorenzo highlighted the overlap of the Contract Plating cleanup and stated the haul 

road will serve as a cap for some of the contamination. He then gave an overview of 

the consolidation remediation plan, which involves getting the material to the 

Raybestos Memorial Ball Field.  Since the trucks would be unable to get there due to 

the low bridge overpass at the railroad track on East Main Street, they designed a haul 

road, which will minimize traffic through the residential neighborhoods.  Mr. 

DiLorenzo stated they will be installing visual and sound barriers for the abutting 

residents.  He noted that for the remediation, a majority of the waste will be 

consolidated in the ball field, but the worst of it will go to an off-site facility.  Mr. 

DiLorenzo explained that since it is a large project involving contaminated soil, there 

will be a vigorous air monitoring system in place.  There will be no blasting, but some 

jack hammering will be done.  He noted the haul road will end at the ball field, and 

there will be a barrier along Frog Pond Lane to Clinton to Patterson and ending at 

Longbrook Avenue.  Mr. DiLorenzo explained the difference between the temporary 

and permanent barriers, which will vary 8-16’ in height.  He added that there will be a 

minimum 10-foot buffer between the Contract Plating and ball field properties and 

the residential backyards. Plantings will be put in that buffer.  Other areas will have 

new chain link fencing to keep the properties secure.  

Per Mr. DiLorenzo, on August 9
th

 the USACE released a Request for Proposal 

(RFP) to solicit interest in consultants.  On August 21
st
, the bid walk was held.  He 

noted 16 consultants attended, and the USACE received 62 requests for information 

(RFI’s) and will respond to all.  The bid is scheduled to open on Oct. 9
th

, and around 



the end of October a firm will be selected.  Mr. DiLorenzo stated the barriers will be 

built first, and then the roadway.  The barriers will take approximately six months to 

construct, and the haul road construction will begin approximately three months after 

the start of the barrier construction, and will take six months to complete.  He noted 

that residents will be notified before construction begins. 

 

IV. RAYMARK OPERABLE UNIT – ESTIMATED PROJECT TIMELINE – Mr. Keefe 

discussed the entirety of the Raymark Operable Units and Schedule Overview, explaining 

that the EPA divides the sites into smaller areas, known as operable units.  Raymark has 

nine operable units, and Mr. Keefe provided a detailed map indicating where each unit is 

located. 

A.  OU2 – Since there were contaminated compounds in the groundwater, they used 

vapor mitigation systems to remediate. 

B. OU3 – Upper Ferry Creek 

C. OU4 – Raybestos Memoril Ballfield  

D. OU5 – Shore Road/Housatonic Boat Club areas were filled with Raymark waste. 

E. OU6 – Additional properties – mostly commercial – found to have contaminated soil. 

F. OU7/8 – These units (Lower Ferry Creek & Beacon Point Wetlands) are moving 

forward as a single project as both are wetlands and remediation will likely be the 

same for both. 

G. OU9 – Short Beach Park/Landfill 

Per Mr. Keefe, each operating unit is investigated individually.  On an EPA Cleanup 

road map, he explained the superfund remediation process, noting that Raymark was 

added to the National Priority list in 1995.  In the Superfund Process, Mr. Keefe 

explained that OU5, OU7/8 and OU9 are in the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study 

phase.  OU3, OU4 and OU6 are in the Remedial Design phase, and OU1 is in the 

Operation and Maintenance phase.  Mr. Keefe stated the OU6 property is scheduled to be 

completed in 2021; the Raybestos Memorial ball Field property is to be done by 2022; 

and the landfill at Short Beach is scheduled to be done by 2025.   

 

V. SUPERFUND JOB TRAINING INITIATIVE (JTI) OVERVIEW 

Ms. Purnell explained the Superfund Job Training Initiative (JTI) recruitment process, 

training, job placement for graduates, and benefits.  She noted there needs to be a 

community partner – usually a local organization or individual – which is essential to the 

success of the project as they implement the project from start to finish, provide team 

outreach and recruitment, and coordinate with the HQ contractor.  Ms. Purnell explained 

that orientation involves an interview process for individuals, adding that the participants 

don’t need to pay for training.  She added that the program uses innovative techniques to 

increase trainees’ involvement and interest.  The training, which typically lasts 3-6 

weeks, is specific to each project location.  The job training involves working with 

project contractors, and job performance is evaluated throughout the entire process.  They 

are required to stay in touch with the JTI Superfund staff for six months after completion.  

The program will help create jobs/provide skills to local residents.  Per Ms. Purnell, the 

Community Partner is a paid position.  Mr. DiLorenzo explained that a resident asked if 

they could help with the cleanup process, and the JTI – which is unique to Superfund 

sites -- could be a solution.  He added, however, that of the 1,600 sites, only two dozen or 



so developed JTI’s.  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, the selected contractor is not required to do this, 

but will be strongly encouraged to do so.  Ms. Purnell stated that 8-10 jobs will need to be 

developed in order for this project to go forward.  Per Ms. Purnell, payment will be made 

directly through EPA headquarters.  She then stated that the first step would be to 

determine if 8-10 jobs would be available.  

 

VI. CAG MEETING LOGISITICS 

A. Frequency of meetings – Ms. Coleman explained that they will schedule meetings 

when the EPA has an update to provide. Meetings will be approximately every other 

month, unless a meeting is not needed. 

B. Topics of interest for future meetings – Ms. Boissevain encouraged anyone to contact 

her office if they had s specific issue they would like to see addressed.  She then 

noted that one resident expressed concern for wildlife, so they had an expert come in 

to discuss the matter.  These inquiries can be emailed to Ms. Coleman at 

AColemen@townofstratford.com.  

 

VII. QUESTIONS & CONCERNS 

 Mr. DiLorenzo stated that sampling was done in the 10’ buffer areas, and a geoprobe was 

used in the ball field property line, but no Raymark waste was found there.  He noted 

there was a clear demarcation 12-15 feet into the Raymark property, adding that the data 

in the predesign report indicates the property in the buffer area was not contaminated.  He 

will provide a letter to residents from the EPA indicating such. 

 OU9 – It should be noted that Short Beach Park is included as well, not just the landfill. 

 Ms. Coleman stated that on the Town of Stratford website, 

www.townofstratford.com/Raymark, all maps of the Operable Units can be viewed. 

 Mr. Keefe stated that the government has been consistent so far with the funding for this 

project.  

 Mr. Looney stated a survey will be done prior to construction, as well as post-

construction, for any residents concerned with foundation issues. 

  

VIII. NEXT RAYMARK CAG MEETING – November 27, 2018 (6:30-8:30pm) 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Coleman adjourned the meeting at 7:51pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Aileen Marsh 

Recording Secretary 

mailto:AColemen@townofstratford.com
http://www.townofstratford.com/Raymark

