
 
 

RAYMARK COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

September 30, 2020 

 

 

The Raymark Community Advisory Group, in conjunction with the Stratford Health Department, 

Environmental Protection Agency, Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental 

Protection, and the United States Army Corp of Engineers, conducted a virtual meeting on 

Wednesday September 30, 2020 via GoToMeetings, pursuant to notice duly posted. 

 

 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVE IN ATTENDANCE 

 Andrea Boissevain – Director of Health 

 Alivia Coleman -- Health Department Program Associate 

 Laura Hoydick -- Mayor 

 Kelly Kerrigan – Environmental Conservation Superintendent 

 Chris Tymniak – CAO 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Jim DiLorenzo 

 Dan Keefe 

 

UNITED STATES ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS (USACE) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 David Heislein 

 Michael Looney 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEEP) MEMBERS 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 Ron Curran 

 Tony Allevo 

 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE IN ATTENDANCE 

 Phil Young – 120
th

 District 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Various residents 

 



 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Ms. Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:32pm. 

 

II. INTRODUCTIONS -- Ms. Coleman introduced herself and others in attendance. 

A. OVERVIEW OF VIRTUAL MEETING STRUCTURE – Ms. Coleman explained the 

process of conducting a virtual meeting per Governor Lamont’s Executive Order, and 

reminded everyone that the meeting was being recorded. 

B. RULES OF CONDUCT – Ms. Coleman reviewed meeting protocol, noting that based 

on suggestions she received, participants would be allowed to ask questions after each 

individual presentation, if they were pertinent to the presented material. 

C. WEEKLY UPDATE – Ms. Coleman explained that weekly updates are emailed to 

those who requested such, adding that those who would like to receive updates can 

provide their email addresses, and updates can also be found on the Town’s website: 

www.TownofStratford.com/Raymark.  

 

III. UPDATES 

A. HAUL ROAD & BARRIER & UPDATE – Mr. DiLorenzo explained the haul road 

helps the Town deal with brownfield issues, and prevents workers from having to 

drive through residential neighborhoods.  He reviewed the three types of barriers, and 

noted the landscaping along the barrier system will include dressed stone, topsoil, 

trees, shrubs, mulch, hydroseed and temporary irrigation, and will be done by 

DeMecito Co. The plantings along Frog Pond Lane will be completed by mid-

October.  Additionally, the chain link fence has been removed from the backyards or 

those homeowners who requested such.  The haul road, which connects Longbrook 

Ave. to the former ballfield, is approximately ¼ mile long, has a widened entrance, 

and was raised to cover former Contract Plating lagoons.  The haul road used 

approximately 12,000 yards of clean material, and is now complete with a large cul-

de-sac in place.  Mr. DiLorenzo noted guard rails need to be added, as well as a 

flashing warning light and landscaping.  That work should be completed by mid-

October.   

     

SCHEDULE    

 November 2019 – Resumed home inspections 

 December 2, 2019 – Tantara re-mobilized to the site 

 Dec. 2019 – March 2020 – Construct Barrier #1 

 March – June 2020 – Construct Barriers #2 and #3 

 March – September 2020: Construct haul road 

 September 2020: Install plantings along Barrier #3 

 Fall 2020: Excavation from four OU6 properties  

 380 East Main Street – complete 

 200 Ferry Blvd. 

 Vacant lots behind 326 Ferry Blvd. 

 2020 - 2022 – OU3/OU6 remediation and construction of storm water 

system 

 2023 – Consolidation and Landfill Cap substantially complete 

http://www.townofstratford.com/Raymark


B. RAYBESTOS MEMORIAL FIELD (OU4) UPDATE 

i. OU4 SITE PREPARATION – Mr. Looney discussed the Sevenson 

Mobilization, noting that all debris has been removed from the parking lot, 

and equipment has been brought in.  Air and vibration monitors have been set 

up at the perimeters.  Mr. Looney discussed the access road to be constructed 

from the Contract Plating site to OU4, which will be a clean gravel road, and 

is expected to be complete by mid-October.  Demolition of the grandstand 

will then begin, and while vibration monitors will be deployed,  no 

substantial vibration is expected.  Material will be loaded and then brought 

off-site.  Per Mr. Looney, excavation of the other OU6 properties will be 

done in late Fall. 

ii. OU4 CONCEPT & DESIGN – Mr. Looney stated the design is underway, 

and is expected to be completed by September 2021.  The volume capacity 

will be approximately 125,000 cubic yards.  It will be 10 acres in size, with a 

maximum elevation of 46 feet above sea level.  The bowl that is OU4 will not 

exceed 15 feet in height.  It will have a building pad with the assumption that 

it will be a single-story building 200’x300’.  Per Mr. Looney, the stormwater 

conveyance system is currently being designed, adding the stormwater will 

go through the Ashcroft property and then into the Housatonic River. 

iii. AIR MONITORING 

 OU4 – Per Mr. Heislein, there has been ongoing solid waste removal, tree 

clearing/chipping, surveys and road construction.  There has been ongoing 

air monitoring for the past 36 days.  During that time, the first exceedance 

of Daily Average Dust Action Level occurred on Sept. 24
th

.  He noted that 

only clean soil was being handled at the time, and the Town was notified 

immediately.  Only one meter indicated an elevated level, and it was by 

the trailer on Frog Pond Lane.  They could not determine what was 

causing the levels to be so high, as no work was being done in that area.  

Mr. Heislein explained that the problem with the monitor lasted three 

hours, was taken offline that night, and a replacement meter was installed 

that night.  The first meter was then recalibrated.  Mr. Heislein stated he 

provides a weekly summary to Ms. Coleman, who is working to get them 

posted on the Town’s website.  Mr. Heislein is working to create a one-

page easy-to-read form which explains the data.  He noted that all workers 

on Sept. 17 were wearing respirators.  On Sept. 24, no chemicals were 

found, but asbestos was detected below criteria at the outfield fence and 

on one worker, who was wearing a respirator and was being monitored.  

Per Mr. Heislein, only clean soil was being handled at the time.  Mr. 

Heislein stated he communicates with the Town, and if there are any 

safety issues, work will be stopped until issues are resolved, because 

safety is the primary concern. 

 OU6 – Mr. Heislein explained that site preparation at 380 East Main 

included removal of a block wall, support of an AC system, and Raymark 

waste removal.  The excavation area was covered (Sept. 16-17) and the 

site restoration was done (Sept. 21).  Raymark Waste was transported to 

OU4 for consolidation.  He explained that air monitoring is done 



upgradient and immediately downgradient of the work, and personnel are 

monitored.  Per Mr. Heislein, there were no exceedances of the 8-hour 

Daily Average Dust Action.  Additionally, he noted that 15-minute 

average dust exceedances were never sustained.  Roads and work areas are 

watered daily, and truck traffic is managed daily as well.   Ms. Coleman 

explained that dust levels are being protective of chemical levels, adding 

that a detection does not indicate that a level is dangerous. 

 AIR MONITORING DEMONSTRATION – Mr. DiLorenzo stated there 

will be a practical demonstration of the air monitoring system on Wed. 

Oct. 21 at 4pm on the ballfield and should last 45 minutes – 1 hour.  Social 

distancing guidelines in place, and will be recorded for those unable to 

attend.  Mr. DiLorenzo suggested anyone who is interested in attending 

call or email Ms. Coleman, since the group will be limited to eight people.  

Ms. Coleman will send out a survey regarding such. 

iv. GRANDSTAND DEMOLITION – Per Mr. Looney, all work will be 

confined to the OU4 property, and will be done Monday – Friday during 

work hours, as set forth by the Town ordinance.  Mr. Heislein stated vibration 

monitoring has been ongoing since the beginning of September, and expects 

the bleachers to be removed by mid-October.  

 

C. OU6 SEED PROPERTIES UPDATE  

i. PROPERTIES REVIEW -- Mr. Looney explained the first four of the 

23 OU6 properties to be excavated: 

1. 380 Ferry Blvd. – Total 40 cubic yards = 4 trucks: Mr. DiLorenzo 

explained this was the first of the OU6 removals, and work was completed 

on Sept. 16 & 17.  There was active wetting done throughout the process.  

There were air monitoring station and portable devices at 380 East Main 

Street and the ballfield, as well as a tire wash station.  They chose to do 

this property first because it was the smallest, nearby, and allowed them to 

work out any problems that arose with the excavation. 

2. 250, 304 & 340 East Main Street – Total 4,490 cubic yards = 300 trucks: 

Per Mr. DiLorenzo, this will be done next, and noted it is a much larger 

area involving 300 truck trips.  The work, which will not begin until the 

EPA can ascertain enough safe vehicles can be found, is schedule to begin 

late October/early November. 

3. 200 Ferry Blvd. – Total 300 cubic yards = 20 trucks: Mr. DiLorenzo 

explained that remediation will focus on the corner in the front of the 

parking lot.  Some waste appears to touch 190 Ferry Blvd. 

4. Vacant Lots behind 326 Ferry Blvd. – Total 5,060 cubic yards = 344 

trucks.  Of this, 4, 400 yards is seeds (300 trucks) and 660 yards is PHC 

(44 trucks).  

5. Wooster Park – Total 1,800 cubic yards = 120 trucks.  Excavations will be 

to a depth of 4-feet.  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, this will not be done while school 

is in session, and might be done during the school’s Winter break. 

 



ii. SCHEDULE – Mr. DiLorenzo explained the contract spec for the 

trucks/containers.  He stated only watertight or gasketed trucks with 

fitted covers or engineered cover systems will be used to transport the 

Raymark waste.  Mr. DiLorenzo discussed examples of trucks which 

could be used, adding there was one proposed truck which the EPA 

rejected summarily.  The first two trucks Sevenson presented were 

rejected on-site because neither had a gasket.  The third truck was 

correct, and was used with Raymark Waste signs on the sides and 

tailgate.  Mr. DiLorenzo stated they are working with Sevenson to find 

another trucking company to use and will not accept trucks that do not 

meet the requirements. 

 

D. QUESTIONS 

 Regarding landscaping, what happens to trees that are planted but were not watered by 

the landscaper?  Mr. DiLorenzo noted the irrigating cannot be controlled, but the 

landscaping materials are guaranteed for one year. 

 Will the property along the barriers become part of the homeowner’s property, or the 

Town’s?  Ms. Coleman will look into the matter, but noted the property lines will most 

likely remain the same. 

 During the grandstand demolition, will trucks be backed into tents?  Mr. DiLorenzo 

explained that a tent will be erected with a sprung structure put up under negative 

pressure with a fan running constantly when material needs to be treated. 

 When will the onsite cameras be working?  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, they need to get power to 

the site, and expect United Illuminating to do so within 2 weeks, ahead of the next 

removal.  Mayor Hoydick stated the Police Dept. is awaiting power supply for the 

cameras, as this will help them determine any nighttime activity on the property. 

 Will the end of Barrier #3 be opened for a Public Works pass-through?  Mr. DiLorenzo 

explained this has not been decided, adding that the design will be finished September 

2021.  Mayor Hoydick stated the Town Council has been briefed on the property, and are 

aware of the intention to put a PW building on the property. 

 Where did the waste from 380 East Main St. go?  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, it went in the 

center of the ballfield, and was completely covered under geotextile material. 

 Concern about the location of one meter.  Mr. Heislein suggested anyone concerned with 

the air monitor by the Patterson Avenue sound barrier wall examine the daily weather 

reports he submits, which include wind direction.  He explained the meters are spaced to 

pick up wind blowing in different directions.  Mr. DiLorenzo added that the two meters at 

the crown of Patterson Avenue sound barrier wall are atop a 15’-20’ hill are not in dead 

air space.  Per Mr. Heislein, meters test air on-site as well as off-site.  Mr. DiLorenzo 

stated the meters are very sensitive, and stressed that safety is the primary concern for 

everyone involved in the project. 

 Regarding the asbestos detections, Mr. Heislein stated the asbestos detected was below 

the criteria at the outfield fence.  Personnel were working nearby but not directly at that 

location.  

 When the excavation behind 326 Ferry Blvd. is done, will all the trees on the Willow 

Ave. homes be removed?  Mr. DiLorenzo stated most will be removed as that is all 



Raymark waste, but new trees will be planted.  Mr. Heislein noted that any trees not in 

Raymark waste will be saved, and they will add greenery after the waste is removed. 

 How many trees will remain at OU4?  Per Mr. Looney, all the trees extending to the 

Contract Plating site will need to be removed at a later date, but they will try to keep 

some trees, and will add greenery for the perimeter of the site. 

 How far back will the cap go?  Mr. Looney stated it will go close to the Contract Plating 

site.  Mr. DiLorenzo noted it will cover approximately ten acres of the thirteen acres on 

the property.  

 

Ms. Coleman noted anyone who has further questions may contact her via email. 

 

E. ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Coleman stated the next Raymark Community Advisory Group meeting will be 

Wednesday October 28, 2020 at 6:30pm, and will most likely be done virtually on 

GoToMeetings.  Ms. Coleman then adjourned the meeting at 8:04pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Aileen Marsh 

Recording Secretary 


