
 

RAYMARK COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

September 24, 2019 

 

 

The Raymark Community Advisory Group, in conjunction with the Stratford Health Department, 

Environmental Protection Agency, Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental 

Protection, the United States Army Corp of Engineers, and Tighe & Bond, conducted a meeting 

on Tuesday September 24, 2019 in Birdseye Complex, 468 Birdseye Street, Stratford CT, 

pursuant to notice duly posted. 

 

 

 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVE IN ATTENDANCE 

 Andrea Boissevain, Director of Health 

 Alivia Coleman, Health Department Program Associate 

 Kelly Kerrigan, Conservation Administrator 

 Lt. Melissa Niemiec, Stratford Police Dept. Traffic Division 

 Ron Tichy, 2
nd

 District Councilman 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Jim DiLorenzo 

 

UNITED STATES ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS (USACE) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 David Heislein 

 Michael Looney 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEEP) MEMBERS 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 Tony Allevo 

 Ron Curran 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Meg Harvey 

 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES IN ATTENDANCE 

 State Representative Phillip Young 

 Claude Campbell for Senator Chris Murphy’s office 

 Allison Dodge for Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro’s office  

 Ellen Graham for Senator Richard Blumenthal’s office 

 

 

 



RESIDENTS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Tracey Brown 

 Michelina Buchino 

 Jen Budai 

 Kim Collins 

 Mike D’Angelo 

 Diane Elias 

 Tina Manus 

 Paul Rohaly 

 Thomas Yates 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Jon Damon, Good Earth 

 Harley Langford, Tighe & Bond 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Ms. Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 

 

II. INTRODUCTIONS 

Ms. Coleman introduced herself and others in attendance, including State Representative 

Phillip Young, Ellen Graham from Senator Richard Blumenthal’s office, Claude 

Campbell from Senator Chris Murphy’s office and Allison Dodge for Congresswoman 

Rosa DeLauro’s office 

 

III. UPDATES 

A. CONTRACT PLATING WORK – Mr. Langford gave a PCB Remediation Update, 

stating the main building slab removal began July 25, 2019, adding that the most 

highly contaminated waste has already been removed from the site.  Per Mr. 

Langford, 75% of the main building slab is demolished, and 75% of the soils around 

the main building have been excavated.  They are actively doing dust monitoring 

while the slab and soil are being removed.  Per Mr. Langford, a soil sampling and 

remediation plan was developed by the Town and Tighe & Bond, which was then 

approved by the EPA.  He explained the excavated area will be covered with plastic 

sheeting when work is not being done there.  Regarding trucking and disposal, Mr. 

Langford explained that most of the contaminated material has already been removed.  

He stated the dust control and air monitoring have been very successful to date.  Mr. 

Langford noted the dust monitoring is done around the perimeter of the work site, and 

explained how he gets text message alerts on his phone in real time.  He added that 

the readings are taken every minute while work is being done.  Mr. Langford 

explained that their readings are compared to the 8-hour weighted average allowed by 

OSHA.  They also have confirmatory analytical testing performed to evaluate for 

specific chemicals as a second layer of precaution.  Their findings indicate that dust is 

not coming from their work site. 

B. CONTRACT PLATING & RAYBESTOS MEMORIAL FIELD BARRIER 

/CONSTRUCTION & PRE-CONSTRUCTION HOME INSPECTIONS – Mr. 



DiLorenzo noted they are utilizing the former Contract Plating site to access the 

Raybestos Memorial Field where Raymark Waste will be consolidated.  Barriers will 

be installed on Clinton Avenue, Patterson Avenue and Cottage Place to buffer the 

residential neighborhood from cleanup activities.  The permanent barrier will run 

along Cottage Place and Patterson Avenue.  The permanent barrier will be highway-

style with sight and sound barriers, generally 10-15 feet tall, and will remain in place 

as a permanent structure; adding that planting will be placed in front of it.  The 

temporary barrier will run along Clinton Avenue and Clinton Avenue Extension.   

C. RAYMARK WASTE REMOVAL BEHIND PRESS BOX – Mr. DiLorenzo 

explained that a mini investigation showed the Raymark waste area located behind 

the press box on the former Raybestos Memorial Field is more extensive than they 

originally thought.  The waste in this area needs to be excavated and relocated to the 

ball field before the barriers can be installed.  He stated that the work will be done 

behind a temporary barrier.  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, the estimated site preparation, 

excavation and consolidation schedule is: 

 October 2019 – Resume pre-construction home inspections and barrier 

construction 

 Winter 2019/2020 – Excavation of Raymark waste from behind press box; 

complete barrier and bulk of haul road; some clearing/grandstand removal; 

OU4 preparation 

 Spring 2020 – Excavation from four OU6 properties (Wooster Park; 380 East 

Main Street; 200 Ferry Blvd.; and the vacant lots behind 326 Ferry Blvd.) 

 2020/2021 – OU3/OU6 digging 

 2022/2023 – Consolidation and Landfill complete 

D. STORMWATER CONVEYANCE SYSTEM UPDATES – Mr. Heislein stated they 

are currently performing survey work on the existing drainage infrastructure.  He 

stated they must create a system to manage the water from Contract Plating and OU4, 

adding that most of the pipes by the East Main Street Bridge and Ashcroft are too 

small and can only handle a 1-year storm.  Mr. Heislein explained they looked at a 

gravity-flow system enough for a 35-year storm.  He is working with Town Engineer 

John Casey and Director of Public Works Maurice McCarthy regarding going 

through the DPW property to create a new system.  Per Mr. Heislein, drill rigging will 

be done in November and geotechnical and analytical sampling will be performed to 

determine what kind of rock and soil is underneath and whether contamination is 

present.  He added there will be six soil borings along the route.  Mr. Heislein stated 

that additional borings will be done next to the existing pump station.  He concluded 

that they will need to construct another pump station next to the existing Platt Street 

station, which would divert water from East Main Street through Avery Street by 

staggering water flows.  Design of the upgraded system will begin in January 2020, 

and will be presented when available. 

E. TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN – Mr. Heislein explained that labeled, sealed 

trucks will be using the main roads as much as possible, and avoiding back roads, 

especially those on which schools are located.  He explained that I-95 Exit 33 will be 

used to bring in clean fill and all materials coming from the south.  Since I-95 Exit 34 

in Milford cannot be used due to forthcoming road repairs on the bridge to Devon, 



they will have to use I-95 Exit 32 for any materials coming from the north. The routes 

will be posted to the Stratford Health Department website. 

 

IV. QUESTIONS 

 How long will it take to remove the Raymark waste behind the press box?  

Once the work has begun, it should be completed in approximately two 

weeks. 

 Can the USACE tent the corner behind the press box?  Such a structure is a 

point well taken, and they will look into the matter. 

 Since the soil at the Wooster soccer field was capped 20+ years ago, can that 

be removed when the Quail Street work is done?  The material was removed, 

not capped. 

 Has the volume of work to be done on the 3
rd

 Avenue site been determined?  

Additional sampling will be done at a later date. 

 Will curbs be installed on Avery Street?  It can be discussed when the design 

work is done. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Coleman then adjourned the meeting at 8:30pm. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Aileen Marsh 

Recording Secretary 


