
 

RAYMARK COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

July 23, 2019 

 

 

The Raymark Community Advisory Group, in conjunction with the Stratford Health Department, 

Environmental Protection Agency, Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental 

Protection, the United States Army Corp of Engineers, and Tighe & Bond, conducted a meeting 

on Tuesday July 23, 2019 in Birdseye Complex, 468 Birdseye Street, Stratford CT, pursuant to 

notice duly posted. 

 

 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVE IN ATTENDANCE 

 Andrea Boissevain, Director of Health 

 Alivia Coleman, Health Department Program Associate 

 Laura Hoydick, Mayor 

 Joseph McNeil, Stratford Police Dept. Chief 

 Melissa Niemiec, Stratford Police Dept. Traffic Lieutenant 

 Ron Tichy, 2
nd

 District Councilman 

 Chris Tymniak, CAO 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Jim DiLorenzo 

 Zanetta Purnell 

 

UNITED STATES ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS (USACE) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 David Heislein 

 Michael Looney 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEEP) MEMBERS 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 Tony Allevo 

 Ron Curran 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Meg Harvey 

 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES IN ATTENDANCE 

 State Representative Joseph Gresko 

 Ellen Graham for Senator Richard Blumenthal’s office  

 

RESIDENTS IN ATTENDANCE 



 Yasmine Ali 

 Tracey Brown 

 Michelina Buchino 

 Jen Budai 

 Renee Clark 

 Cynthia D’Amato 

 Diane Elias 

 Robyn Hasbrouck 

 Alan Llewelyn 

 Charles Perez 

 Paul Rohaly 

 Kaitlyn Shake 

 Tim Hidu 

 Rhea Varga 

 Angela & Randall Woodson 

 Ron Mazzey, RAC 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Jon Damon, Good Earth 

 Pete Delano, Nobis 

 Harley Langford, Tighe & Bond 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Ms. Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 

 

II. INTRODUCTIONS 

Ms. Coleman introduced herself and others in attendance, including State Representative 

Joseph Gresko, Ellen Graham from Senator Richard Blumenthal’s office, Mayor Laura 

Hoydick and Stratford Police Chief Joseph McNeil. 

 

III. CONTRACT PLATING UPDATE  

Mr. Langford reported that in June 2019, the Contract Plating PCB cleanup plan was 

reviewed and approved by the EPA’s TSCA group, and noted that it is separate from the 

Raymark Superfund Site and is funded by a DECD Brownfields Grant.  He stated that the 

concrete slab removal is set to begin on July 25
th

, and will take approximately eight 

weeks to complete the work.  Per Mr. Langford, the soils from the perimeter of the 

building will be removed and disposed of at a licensed facility, adding any on-site waste 

will be covered until removal from the site.  The contractor will be hosing down material 

and controlling dust as demolition is in progress, adding that there will be perimeter air 

monitoring. 

 

IV. RAYMARK UPDATE  

Mr. DiLorenzo explained that Raymark waste will be removed from 23 properties, and 

brought to the former Raybestos Memorial Field, where it will be consolidated and 



capped.  Barriers, that will buffer the residential neighborhood from the work area, need 

to be constructed before the waste can be removed, and construction of them will begin in 

approximately September 2019.  He explained that work has been delayed due to the 

discovery of a large amount of ledge in April 2019 and modifications to the construction 

plan are in review.  Modifications to the plan will save time in the long run.  A survey 

was performed on the rock ledge, including test rock removal, and vibration monitoring 

was performed.  Contractors determined the rock was softer than previously thought, so 

the vibrations will be less when broken up to install the barriers. The work schedule is as 

follows: 

 Fall/Winter 2019 – Construction of barriers and haul road: Mr. DiLorenzo explained that 

the haul road will help serve as a cap for part of the Contract Plating Site, will improve 

the turn off of Longbrook Avenue, and keep Raymark truck traffic out of the residential 

neighborhood. 

 Winter 2019/2020 – Clearing ball field and removing grandstand: After the grandstand is 

demolished and removed, the retaining wall will remain.  Approximately 700 cubic yards 

of contaminated waste will be removed from press box area. 

 Spring 2020 – Begin excavation of four OU6 properties 

 2020/20201 – OU3 & OU6 excavations 

 2021/2022 – Cap site and complete work 

 

V. AIR MONITORING OVERVIEW 

Ms. Harvey discussed the health protective approach for this project, noting that 

the goal is to control the dust using various measures.  These include real-time dust 

monitoring, as well as set action levels for dust based on chemicals in the soil.  Per Ms. 

Harvey, a dust action level does not equal a harmful level; rather, it is a trigger for action.  

She noted there will be lab analyses for chemicals in the air, and discussed particulate 

matter basics, explaining that it is a mixture of solid particles and liquid droplets in the 

air.    Per Ms. Harvey, there are background levels of particulate matter everywhere, 

adding that the EPA has set national air quality standards for particulate matter, which is 

150ug/m3 (24-hour average). 

Ms. Harvey explained dust action level calculations, noting that exposure to dust 

at or below the set action level does not pose a risk to health.  She stated they use a 

standard risk assessment process, noting there are “permissible” levels of chemicals in 

the air.  Ms. Harvey stated that if there are multiple chemicals in the soil, the most 

toxic/highest concentrated chemical drives the action level.  This assumes the chemical 

concentration in the airborne dust is equal to the concentration in the source soil.  Per Ms. 

Harvey, asbestos in the air and asbestos in the soil are measured differently.  She added 

that historically, when dust protection is done correctly and a dust action level is set for 

the most toxic/highest concentrated chemical, asbestos in the air is not usually a problem. 

 

VI. RAYMARK TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN OVERVIEW 

Mr. Heislein discussed perimeter air monitoring, noting there will also be 

additional monitoring done for personnel immediately in the work area.  There will be a 

meteorological station and windsock, plus one upwind dust meter and chemical sample 

station.  There will also be two downwind dust meters and one chemical sample station, 



as well as two downwind meters immediately around the work areas.  Additionally, there 

will be one handheld dust meter for use immediately around the work areas as needed.  

Mr. Heislein explained dust prevention and response actions to draft perimeter air 

monitoring, noting that the dust meters report every 15 minutes on average.  Dust 

prevention and response actions may include: 

 Wetting of excavation/truck disposal areas 

 Temporary cover over the soil 

 Water spray work areas 

 Foam dust suppression 

 Install wind barriers 

 Reduce work areas or rate of operation  

 Tent-sprung structure to contain unloading areas 

Per Mr. Heislein, there will be daily and weekly air monitoring reports, and he 

will work with the Town and EPA to post the weekly reports on the website for public 

access/review.  He is looking for public input on the sharing of dust monitoring results. 

 Mr. Heislein stated there is a draft Traffic Management Plan, which will help 

manage traffic impacts, since gradual truck traffic will increase in the Fall 2019.  He 

discussed route requirements, including avoiding Patterson Avenue, residential and 

school neighborhoods.  Potential changes include evaluating Exit 33 for I-95 South and 

Exit 34 for I-95 North for truck traffic, rather than using Exit 32 since there is a school 

there.  The maximum work hours will be 7am – 6pm Monday – Friday.  A typical day 

will be 7am-3:30pm, with no work being done on nights or weekends.  The PHC (most 

contaminated) soil will be sent offsite to a landfill in Indiana, and the wet OU3 impacted 

soil will go to the OU4 ball field, where it will be stabilized and then spread safely. 

 

VII. QUESTIONS 

 Ms. Boissevain will post contact information on the website for those who have issues 

with the barriers. 

 How will asbestos be monitored?  Per Mr. Heislein, the results can be received in 1-2 

days. 

 Will any monitoring be done near homes across from Longbrook?  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, 

they are working to improve the intersection of East Main Street and Longbrook, and 

monitoring will be done when the work is done there.  Mr. Heislein added that roads will 

also be wetted due to the truck traffic. 

 The construction plan will be determined by the weather forecast, including extreme 

weather. 

 A residen asked if the town was connected to well or city water.  Ms. Coleman explained 

there is a Town ordinance prohibiting residents from creating a private well in the zone 

impacted by contaminated groundwater.  Most residents get their water from Aquarion, 

with the exception of some homes in the North End of town. 

 What if misting needs to be done on nights and weekends?  Mr. DiLorenzo stated 

everything at the ballfield will be covered at those times. 

 How will train traffic impact air quality?  Mr. Heislein stated he will need to track the 

times the train goes through, and will determine any further action that may need to be 

done. 



 Trucks carrying contaminated soil will be washed, and the water used to clean them will 

be properly removed offsite. 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Purnell stated the next meeting will be held on Tuesday August 27
th

 at 6:30pm in the 

Birdseye Complex Room 110.  Ms. Coleman then adjourned the meeting at 8:30pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Aileen Marsh 

Recording Secretary 


