
 
 

RAYMARK COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

June 24, 2020 

 

The Raymark Community Advisory Group, in conjunction with the Stratford Health Department, 

Environmental Protection Agency, Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental 

Protection, and the United States Army Corp of Engineers, conducted a virtual meeting on 

Wednesday June 24, 2020 via GoToMeetings, pursuant to notice duly posted. 

 

 

TOWN REPRESENTATIVE IN ATTENDANCE 

 Andrea Boissevain -- Director of Health 

 Alivia Coleman -- Health Department Program Associate 

 Laura Hoydick – Mayor 

 Kelly Kerrigan – Environmental Conservation Superintendent 

 Greg Cann – 5th District Councilman 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Jim DiLorenzo 

 Dan Keefe 

 

UNITED STATES ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS (USACE) MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 David Heislein 

 Michael Looney 

 Robert Vanoer 

 Henry Phillips 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEEP) MEMBERS 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 Ron Curran 

 Tony Allevo 

 Ray Frigon 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Meg Harvey 

 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES IN ATTENDANCE 



 Ellen Graham for Senator Blumenthal’s office 

 Joseph Gresko – 121
st
 District 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Liyang Chu – Nobis 

 Adam Roy – Nobis 

 Various residents 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Ms. Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:33pm. 

 

II. INTRODUCTIONS -- Ms. Coleman introduced herself and others in attendance. 

A. OVERVIEW OF VIRTUAL MEETING STRUCTURE – Ms. Coleman explained the 

process of conducting a virtual meeting per Governor Lamont’s Executive Order, and 

reminded everyone that the meeting was being recorded. 

B. RULES OF CONDUCT – Ms. Coleman reviewed meeting protocol, noting that based 

on suggestions she received, participants would be allowed to ask questions after each 

individual presentation, if they were pertinent to the presented material. 

C. WEEKLY UPDATE – Ms. Coleman explained that weekly updates are emailed to 

those who requested such, adding that those who would like to receive updates can 

provide their email addresses, and updates can also be found on the Town’s website: 

www.TownofStratford.com/Raymark.  

 

III. UPDATES 

A. CONTRACT PLATING WORK  

1. CONTRACT PLATING & RAYBESTOS MEMORIAL FIELD BARRIER & 

HAUL ROAD CONSTRUCTION  

i. Barrier & Plantings – Mr. DiLorenzo explained the barriers serve as a visual 

and sound buffer to residential areas from the cleanup at the ballfield and the 

haul road construction.  The three different sections of barriers total 

approximately ½ mile in length.  Barriers #1 and #3 are permanent, while 

Barrier #2 is temporary.  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, construction of the physical 

permanent barrier is complete, but landscaping and grading still need to be 

done.  He added the permanent barrier has a faux stone finish with an anti-

graffiti coating.  The temporary barrier is a chain link fence with an acoustic 

blanket over it to dampen the sound, and will be removed when the cap is 

done.  Mr. DiLorenzo stated the chain link fence will remain, and could be 

painted afterward to prevent graffiti.  He noted the barrier is irregular in 

height because it is based on the second story window of nearby homes and 

results of the sound study.  The remaining chain link fence will be 8-feet 

high.  There will be landscaping on the residential side, including loam, 

shrubs and leafy trees, as well as mulch, hydroseed and drainage stone.  Per 

Mr. DiLorenzo, the landscaping is guaranteed for one year by the company 

who provided the service.  Due to the current dry weather conditions, the 

plantings that need to be added to Barrier #3 will not be planted until further 

in the season.  Mr. DiLorenzo stated there is a minimum 10-foot buffer 

http://www.townofstratford.com/Raymark


between Barriers #2 and #3, where smaller plantings will be added.  The 

existing chain link fence, which is in poor condition, will be removed.  An 

additional fence will be installed to block access from Frog Pond Lane and 

Longbrook Avenue. 

 Mr. Rohaly noted that while the barrier overall looks good, the section 

behind a property on Clinton Avenue seems lower than the others.  Mr. 

DiLorenzo explained that it is 10-feet, based on the second story windows 

of the individual homes. 

 

Mr. DiLorenzo explained the haul road (located off Longbrook through the 

former Contract Plating site) will be used to bring 100,000 cubic yards of 

waste to the ballfield.  It will allow the Ferry Blvd. waste to get to the ballfield 

via Barnum Avenue, since the trucks will be unable to get under the railroad 

overpass on East Main Street.  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, the haul road will be 

paved, and a regular pressure tent will be at the end of the cul-de-sac on the 

ballfield.  The following work remains to be done: 

 United Illuminating to move poles 

 Complete the turn at Longbrook 

 More clean fill to connect the roads 

 Drainage 

 Pavement 

Mr. DiLorenzo stated approximately 80% of the compaction is done, and 

should be complete within the next two weeks. 

ii. Mr. DiLorenzo discussed the following: 

 Installing barrier in bedrock – This included hydraulic hammering and 

home inspections 

 Excavation/Backfilling waste 

 Active wetting/covering 

 Particulate air monitoring 

 Chemical air monitoring 

iii. Grading -- Mr. DiLorenzo stated the road is to grade now, except at the 

entrance to Longbrook Avenue. 

iv. Tentative Schedule Update 

 April – July 2020: Install plantings along Barrier #3 

 Summer – Fall 2020: Excavation from four OU6 properties (Wooster 

Park, 380 East Main Street, 200 Ferry Blvd. and vacant lots behind 326 

Ferry Blvd.) 

 2020/2021/2022 – OU3/OU6 digging and storm water system 

 2022/2023 – Consolidation and Landfill Cap complete 

o Ms. Buchino asked when the trees at the field would be cut.  Per Mr. Looney, that 

work should be done at the end of July/beginning of August.  Ms. Buchino 

questioned how they will dispose of the trunks.  Mr. Looney explained that the 

trees will be taken off site as clean fill, while the stumps and root balls will go 

under the cap. Mr. Heislein noted the root ball will be ground up prior to going 

under the cap.  Mr. DiLorenzo explained that this is done because the roots can 

absorb contamination. 



o Ms. Buchino asked if the bleachers will be collapsed after all the trees are 

removed.  Per Mr. Heislein, the ballfield will be cleared first, and then the 

grandstand clearing will be done in stages. 

o Mr. Hidu questioned plans for the cap.  Mr. DiLorenzo explained that the cap 

design is not yet complete, adding they are working with the Town for the final 

reuse plan, which will help determine the final cap design.  He added the highest 

point of the cap will be where the former press box was, and will grade down 2%.  

The final slope could be 15 feet high, or be a retaining wall, if Frog Pond Lane is 

used as a cross street.  Mr. Hidu asked if the cap will be higher than the train 

tracks.  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, it will most likely be lower. 

o Ms. Buchino asked if the 2% slope will be on Frog Pond Lane.  Mr. DiLorenzo 

stated it most likely will be, but things are uncertain yet.  Mayor Hoydick 

explained that the Town of Stratford has entered into a tentative agreement with 

the EPA to use it for storage of the Dept. of Public Works vehicles, but it will be 

presented to the Public Works Committee for approval at their July meeting.  Mr. 

Looney noted that the OU4 cap designs are far enough along to be presented at 

the July 29
th

 Raymark CAG meeting.  

B. GRANDSTAND DEMOLITION -- Mr. Looney explained they are preparing the 

ballfield to receive waste, while the clearing of trees, stump and root balls from the 

ballfield remains to be done.  Preparing of the site will begin this week, and will take 

2-3 months to complete.  The parking lot will be done first, and then the material will 

be separated, with most going offsite.  Per Mr. Looney, all work will be confined to 

the OU4 property, with significant air monitoring and wetting to be done, as well as 

vibration monitoring, although they do not expect an excess amount of vibrations.  He 

also noted that the parking lot will be done mid- to late-July. 

o Mr. Cann asked if the public will be able to see what the end result will be.  Mr. 

Looney will discuss 3-D renderings with the EPA, which will be presented at the 

July 29
th

 meeting. 

o Ms. Buchino asked if home inspections will be done when the bleachers are 

collapsed, since that might cause damage to homes.  Mr. Looney stated home 

inspections will be done before the grandstand demolition, if anyone wants it 

done.  Mr. DiLorenzo noted they do not expect as much vibration as when they 

were drilling into rock for the barriers.  Mr. Keefe noted the concrete to be 

removed is not keyed into bedrock.  Mr. Looney explained there is a retaining 

wall under the grandstand, so nothing is really keyed into rock. 

o Mr. Hidu questioned how post-home inspections will be done during the Covid 

pandemic.  Mr. DiLorenzo stated owners may opt out of inspections if they 

choose to do so.  Mr. Keefe stated external inspections only, and not internal ones, 

can be done if homeowners would prefer not to have inspectors in their homes.  

Ms. Boissevain asked if they can be done virtually with the contractor.  Mr. 

DiLorenzo will discuss the matter with the EPA and the contractors to discuss 

options that may be available. 

o Mr. Cann asked if seats or other parts can be saved and repurposed for future 

fundraising.  Mr. DiLorenzo explained the wood is degraded, but some steel is in 

okay condition, adding that some items will be saved for historical purposes.  Mr. 



Looney stated they will try to salvage anything that will not pose a hazard. Per 

Mr. Heislein, the scoreboard will be preserved. 

o Mr. Rohaly asked if the DPW vehicle storage will be located at the former 

ballfield.  Mayor Hoydick stated it would be a good storage place for DPW 

vehicles that are currently kept outside.  Ms. Kerrigan explained she and the 

Contract Plating & Economic/Community Development Coordinator are working 

on a plan for further uses of the former Contract Plating site. 

C. SEED PROPERTIES UPDATE – Mr. Heislein explained the first 4 of the 23 

properties to be excavated. 

 Vacant lots at 326 Ferry Blvd. (behind Blue Goose) 

 Total: 5,060 yards = 340 trucks 

 Seed: 4,400 yards = 300 trucks 

 PHC: 660 yards = 44 trucks 

 Wooster Park: 1,800 cubic yards = 120 trucks 

 200 Ferry Blvd. (liquor store): 300 cubic yards = 20 trucks 

 380 East Main Street (Glynn Manufacturing): 40 cubic yards = 3 trucks 

D. OU3/OU6 CONFIRMATORY SAMPLING – Mr. Heislein explained the OU3/OU6 

properties will sampled starting in September 2020.  There will be a defined 

horizontal boundary to expedite soil removal and restoration.  He noted there are 15 

properties that need limited sampling and 5 properties that need more extensive 

sampling,  Those are located at OU3 Upper Ferry Creek (top of bank), Beacon Point 

& Lockwood Avenue (tidal marsh), 250 East Main Street (rear of Ashcroft 

Manufacturing) and a residential property on Third Avenue (horizontal and vertical 

per the Record of Decision).  

 

IV. QUESTIONS 

Ms. Coleman noted anyone who has further questions may contact her via email. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Coleman stated the next Raymark Community Advisory Group meeting will be 

Wednesday July 29, 2020 at 6:30pm, and will most likely be done virtually on 

GoToMeetings.  Ms. Coleman then adjourned the meeting at 8:00pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Aileen Marsh 

Recording Secretary 


