
RAYMARK COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP 

 

April 24, 2018 

 
The Raymark Community Advisory Group, in conjunction with the Stratford Health Department, 

EPA, CT DEEP and the United States Army Corp of Engineers, conducted a meeting on 

Tuesday April 24, 2018 in Room 110 of the Birdseye Municipal Complex, 468 Birdseye Street, 

Stratford CT. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

 Tim Ashmore, Charter Contracting 

 Andrea Boissevain, Town of Stratford Director of Health 

 Stephanie Brackett, resident 

 Lisa Brandon, CDM Smith 

 Michelina Buchino, resident 

 Jennifer Budai, resident 

 Deb Chisholm, Nobis Engineering 

 Alivia Coleman, Health Department Program Associate 

 Ron Curran, CT DEEP 

 Jon & Jennifer Damon, Good Earth 

 Mike D’Angelo, resident 

 Mary Dean, Town of Stratford Director of Economic & Community Development 

 Frank Deganc, Visitor 

 Pete DeLauro, Nobis Engineering 

 Jim DiLorenzo, EPA 

 Diane Elias, resident 

 Tim Hidu, resident 

 Mayor Laura Hoydick, Town of Stratford 

 Britt Hughes, Housatonic Boat Club Commodore 

 Dan Keefe, EPA 

 Alan Llewelyn, former Town Councilman 

 Michael Looney, United States Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) 

 Ron Mazzey, resident 

 Charles Perez, resident 

 Henry Phillips, USACE 

 Zanetta Purnell, EPA 

 Paul Rohaly, resident 

 Ron Tichy, 2
nd

 District Town Councilman 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Ms. Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:33pm, noting that the meeting will 

concentrate on work that needs to be done to prepare the ball field site and Contract 

Plating. 



 

II. INTRODUCTIONS 

Those in attendance introduced themselves. 

 

III. TEMPORARY & PERMANENT BARRIERS TO BE CONSTRUCTED BETWEEN 

RAYBESTOS MEMORIAL FIELD/CONTRACT PLATING AND THE 

RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD 

Mr. DiLorenzo stated the projected timeline is five years.  He will have a neighborhood 

meeting in approximately four weeks.  Regarding the barrier at location OU4, he noted 

most residents whose property abuts there, requested permanent rather than temporary 

barriers.  Mr. DiLorenzo explained that there will be a minimum 10-foot corridor 

between the property lines and the barrier, adding that new trees and plantings will be 

installed in that 10’ buffer area at a later date.  He stated the barriers will range in height 

from 8-24’, and will be constructed of steel poles with concrete slabs, with piles driven 

into rock with a concrete foundation.  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, the temporary barrier will have 

soundproofing material attached to a chain link fence.  The landscape design will include 

low maintenance plantings.  One resident commented that the original intent was to have 

temporary wooden barriers 25-30’, adding that the EPA has scared Cottage Place 

residents to go with a chain link fence.  Per Mr. DiLorenzo, resident were surveyed and a 

majority indicated they wanted permanent barriers. 

 

IV. HAUL ROAD TO BE CONSTRUCTED FROM LONGBROOK AVENUE THROUGH 

CONTRACT PLATING 

Mr. DiLorenzo stated that the purpose of the haul road is to move materials from other 

parts of town to OU4 through Contract Plating.  He added the Town foresees re-use of 

the area for light commercial.  Per Mr. DeLorenzo, it will require widening the turn at 

Longbrook Avenue, and noted the EPA is paying for the base road.  He stated that a 

security gate and barriers will be installed, and access to Frog Pond Lane will remain at 

the request of the Town. 

 

V. PROJECT UPDATES AND FUTURE WORK 

a) OU2 – Ground Water/Vapor Intrusion (ongoing) 

Mr. Curran stated they are going through the homes in which the ground water/vapor 

intrusion systems were previously installed, to ascertain they are currently in 

compliance.  Ms. Boissevain noted that Ms. Coleman sent a fact sheet to those 

residents who have those systems installed.  Per Ms. Coleman, there is an ordinance 

in place because not all residents in the 2000’s had those systems installed. She added 

that any new constructions and/or renovations are now required to have those systems 

in place.   

b) OU3 – Upper Ferry Creek (design) 

Per Mr. DiLorenzo, the EPA re-sampled the area over the past few months, including 

the banking, and discovered that most of the sediment needs to be removed.  The plan 

is to de-water it, and send it to the ballfield, and put clean sediment in its place.  The 

soil will be excavated in 2021, with discussions beginning in 2019, since some 

material will need to be removed out of town.  Mr. DiLorenzo stated that temporary 

fencing will be installed for the duration of the work.  Ms. Boissevain emphasized 



that the safety of residents is paramount to this project.  Ms. Dean stated she received 

a request from Stratford businesses that are interested in being involved in the 

process, and is working on that.  Per Mr. Curran, capping is not a viable solution 

because that involves digging down four feet and then capping it.  Mayor Hoydick 

suggested discussing how a similar process was done on Main Street by the airport.  

Ms. Boissevain discussed how the process was controlled and monitored.   

c) OU4 – Raybestos Memorial Ballfield (design) 

d) OU5 – Shore Road/Housatonic Boat Club (ongoing) 

Mr. Keefe noted the GeoProbe sampling done by the EPA in the early 2000’s tested 

positive for Raymark waste, pesticides and contaminants.  This will be included in the 

Record of Decision (ROD) when creating a final remedy. 

e) OU6 – Additional Fill Properties (design) 

f) OU7 – Lower Ferry Creek  & OU8 – Beacon Point Boat Launch (investigation) 

OU7 includes the wetlands by the Housatonic Boat Club, while OU8 includes Beacon 

Point and the Elm Street wetlands.  There are primarily ecological-driven risks at 

these locations.  Mr. Keefe stated the data collected in the Fall 2017 will be included 

in the ROD, which is expected to be done in December 2018.  Mr. Curran noted he is 

looking at the ecological risks in this area. 

g) OU9 – Short Beach Park/Landfill (investigation) 

Mr. Keefe noted that Raymark waste was once disposed in the municipal landfill, and 

was used as fill material in Short Beach Park.  Additional data collection is needed.  

A Potentially Responsible Party (PRP) search is underway, and a cleanup decision 

will be made in 2020. 

 

VI. QUESTIONS & CONCERNS 

Mr. DiLorenzo stated since this is a Superfund Site, it is considered a national priority.  

Ms. Boissevain noted that Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro and Senator Chris Murphy are 

pushing hard in the legislature for this project.  The USACE will need to determine how 

much water will be needed and will work with the Town to determine where they can tap 

into the water lines.  A Habitat Control Plan will be in place when the Raymark Ballfield 

site is disturbed. 

 

VII. NEXT MEETING – JUNE 26, 2018 

Ms. Purnell noted Alexandra Dunn, the newly appointed Regional Administrator for EPA 

Region 1, will be visiting Stratford on May 7
th

.  Those in attendance are invited to meet 

with her at a location to be determined.  Ms. Coleman stated there will be a meeting in 

early June specifically regarding the barrier wall, for residents whose properties abut the 

site.  Mayor Hoydick suggested it be at the Police Department, as it is a more convenient 

location for residents. 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Boissevain adjourned the meeting at 8:34pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Aileen Marsh 

Recording Secretary 


