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Statement By Mayor John Harkins On Decision To 

Deny Federal Disaster Aid To Stratford 

 
STRATFORD�  Mayor John A. Harkins today issued the following statement 

regarding the federal government�s decision to deny disaster aid for tornado 

cleanup to Stratford: 

 

�Stratford laid out roughly $800,000 in unbudgeted expenses to return life to 

normal for the people of Lordship, only to have our application for assistance 

denied due to arbitrary monetary damage thresholds concocted by bureaucrats 

that probably couldn�t find Stratford on a map.  I will be working with Mayor 

Finch to urge Governor Rell to appeal this decision.  Connecticut receives among 

the lowest return in the nation on every tax dollar it sends to Washington, and is 

a veritable ATM for political candidates nationwide.  I�d encourage President 

Obama to take a detour from his fundraising excursion in Greenwich this week 

and come visit the communities he has told to drop dead.� 
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