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POSITIVE IMPACT

Mayor
helps
build
mentor
program

By Brittany Lyte
Staff Writer

STRATFORD — On Tuesdays, Ja’len
Madison, 8, has lunch with the mayor.
Not bad company for a fourth-grade stu-
dent to keep.

This week, the student had some busi-
ness to clear up. Shoving aside a tray of
sausage links and French toast sticks at
a table removed from the clamor of the
lunch room at Second Hill Lane Elemen-
tary School, Ja'len informed Mayor John
A. Harkins with gusto of the real reason
the New York Giants were able to clob-
ber the Minnesota Vikings with a 21 to
3 victory in Detroit Monday night: “You
only won last night because Brett Favre
wasn’t there,” he said with a smirk.
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Ja’len Madison reads with mayor and mentor John Harkins at Second Hill Lane Elementary School in Stratford.

“Oh, c’mon,” Harkins said, “What do
you think of Eli Manning?”

“Well,” Ja’len said, shyly this time,
llhe!s OK”

“It’s OK,” Harkins said, “you can say
what you think.”

Out came that smirk. “I just like the
(Dallas) Cowboys,” he said.

Sports rivalries aside, Ja'len said it’s
“pretty cool” spending his lunch period
with the head honcho in town. And Har-
kins said he’s happy to break away from
his duties at town hall to spend a half
hour with Ja’len as part of an in-school
mentorship program offered at Stratford
Public Schools.

“It’s a good break,” Harkins said of his

See Mentoron A4







